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Welcome back everyone and welcome especially new faculty!  Those of you who have been regular (or even intermittent) readers of the Bulletin over the past three years know that I have tried to provide practical information on how we can use writing purposefully in our courses to promote student learning.  I have also offered suggestions for dealing with the challenges and frustrations sometimes associated with assigning writing.

This fall, I’ve decided to feature assignments and other approaches from TCNJ’s writing intensive courses developed over the past few years. I’ve had the privilege of working with many of you in a detailed way throughout the approval process so that all courses would meet the same standards for using writing intensively.  Now that nearly all WI courses have been approved and are being offered, I want to highlight some outstanding assignments and models so that as a community we can learn from one another and continue to strengthen our courses. 
This week’s highlight comes from the School of Business.  In Lew Hoffman’s senior capstone course, Management 451: “Decision Making Seminar,” each student writes a book review of an individually selected contemporary book on decision making.  The book review is done in the second half of the semester after students have already done multiple writing assignments on course readings; this way, they are prepared to conduct a critical analysis of the key concepts for their peers.  The writing process also includes the active participation of their classmates, since each student also serves as an ‘editor” for two other students in the class. Providing feedback on first drafts helps the student editors learn more about effective writing.
Students also write an executive summary of their review to share with the class before leading a 30 minute presentation and class discussion based on the concepts in the book.  The executive summary requires that by this point in the writing process, students can extract key points and express complex ideas concisely—a skill supported by the drafting stages done earlier with their “editors.”
What I think is particularly effective about this whole process is that it gives students a built-in audience.  The class is indeed a community of writers, all investigating various aspects of the same issue; they know their responsibility is to educate one another.  That sense of purpose is often the missing piece in much academic writing.  
A somewhat different model for providing a sense of purpose and audience within the class involves the creation of student-published journals.
  It can be adapted for almost any course.  Divide students into small groups or teams in whatever way makes the most sense for your course.  Each group is responsible for “publishing” a journal in your field (its name, focus, and selection criteria to be determined by the group, perhaps first in proposal form to you). Each student in the class would then be required to submit for publication X number of articles to one or more of the course journals, and go through the “peer review” process.  The student editors of each journal must review and then accept or reject articles. Of course, articles can be revised and re-submitted, as in professional contexts.  Eventually, the articles must also be copy-edited.  Depending on how you frame it, this project can be a fairly high-pressure process, but because it simulates “real” professional writing, it can also be a satisfying learning experience for students—one in which they become truly invested in their writing. 

I will continue highlighting various components of the writing intensive courses in the coming weeks.  If you have questions about the MGT 451 assignment, please contact Lew Hoffman directly at:  ext. or 3057 hofmann@tcnj.edu.   
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions, need resources, or would like to set up a meeting.  I am available for one-on-one consultations and department workshops.  I will be offering open workshops in the coming weeks as well, and I want to try something new.  Please click here to request workshop topics you’d like to see.  

Past editions of the Bulletin can be found at http://www.tcnj.edu/~writing/faculty/bulletinarchive/index.html
� From Teaching Writing Teachers of High School English and First Year Composition (Heinemann, 2002).
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